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Little Pea Holiday Craft Fair 
this weekend at cultural center

LIHU‘E — The Little Pea Holiday Craft Fair is com-
ing to Kaua‘i Philippines Cultural Center on Saturday 
and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on both days.

The annual fundraiser, with more than 35 local 
crafters, will benefit Kaua‘i Hospice. And, according to 
Peach Alpeche, Baby Seeley will again be joining the 
event.

“It will be so nice to see the entire Borges family, 
again,” Peach said. “They will be making popcorn, 
again.”

The Little Pea fairs started when Baby Seeley was 
needing some help with medical expenses while bat-
tling cancer in a hospital on the mainland in 2022.

Since then, Baby Seeley received a bone marrow 
transplant that caused her cancer to go into remis-
sion. She and her ‘ohana have been at the Little Pea 
fairs ever since to meet and thank all of the people 
who helped her and continue to support her.

Little Pea has gone on to host craft fairs to benefit 
other nonprofits. This year it has selected Kaua‘i Hos-
pice as the beneficiary.

“Healing Horses will be bringing two of their minia-
ture ponies and talking to the community about their 
Horse Camp, and the different therapies they offer at 
their Wailua stables,” Peach said.

“The Lihu‘e Neighborhood Bonsai Club, a very pop-
ular attraction during the recent Senior Craft Fair at 
the Lihu‘e Neighborhood Center, will be coming on 
Saturday with their bonsai and plant display, as well 
as having plants for sale. They will be having one 
plant that they will be doing a lucky giveaway with all 
the proceeds benefiting Kaua‘i Hospice.”

Also, on Saturday, there will be a silent auction with 
pick up on Sunday.

Refreshments available for purchase include Kaua‘i 
malasada, Super Hero Sushi and Thai Food and cold 
brew coffee.

“I really think that this will be a fun event,” Peach 
said. “We hope to see you there.”
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waiian Bank, Lihu‘e Branch. The shopping center also 
modified its Holiday Light Show to start at 8 p.m.

To accommodate the parade and road closures, the 
bus stop on ‘Eiwa Street will be temporarily be relo-
cated to Hardy Street. All routes will service the stop 
at Hardy and ‘Eiwa intersection from 5 to 10 p.m. on 
Friday. Additionally, Route 70, Lihu‘e Shuttle will not 
operate on Rice Street during the parade.

No parking will be allowed along the parade route, 
including ‘Eiwa and Umi streets after 5:30 p.m. on Fri-
day. There will also be no parking permitted in the 
parking lots of the historic County Building and the 
state buildings from 3 p.m. to midnight to allow pa-
rade floats to park in these lots.

In addition to the Lights on Rice parade, the Kaua‘i 
Museum will be hosting its annual Christmas Craft 
Fair from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday.

For the safety of pedestrians and vendors at the 
fair, there will be no access to the Lihu‘e Civic Center 
parking lot through the ‘Eiwa Street entrance from 6 
a.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday. More information can be 
found online at www.kauaimuseum.org/.
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She has started rebuilding 
her life and has returned to 
school to help people in re-
covery. Daisy would appre-
ciate gift cards for food and 
household items this year.

w Jude is a single father of 
two teenage children — a 
boy Jacob and a girl Julie. 
Jude recently moved into 
housing after being home-
less for a while and would 
appreciate any household 
items, laundry and gift 
cards. His children are re-
questing gift cards to 
Walmart or Target. Anything 
would help this family 

during this time.
w Nicole is a single female 

who works full time over 
night shifts and still strug-
gles to make ends meet or 
have a healthy social life. 
Nicole would appreciate gift 
cards to purchase house-
hold supplies to include, 
kitchen supplies, toilet pa-
per, paper towel, feminine 
hygiene supplies and laun-
dry supplies.

w The Jasper family re-
cently moved into housing 
with their three grand-
daughters of who they have 
custody. This year they 
would like to make sure 
their grandchildren are 
taken care of. They are re-
questing art supplies, books 
and backpacks or duffle 

bags for their granddaugh-
ters.

w Melvin is a father of 
three boys who shares cus-
tody with his ex-wife. This 
year has been a struggle for 
him as he recently got hurt 
at work and has had his in-
come drastically cut. For 
the holidays he would like 
to request a gift card for his 
older son, Transformer toys 
and Lego’s for his middle 
son and Play-Doh or art 
supplies for his young son. 
He would be grateful for any 
assistance this year.

w Donna is a single 
mother of three who contin-
ues to seek opportunities to 
increase her wage to sup-
port her family. As a single 
earning household, Donna 

works full time to support 
her children and still strug-
gles to make ends meet. 
Donna would appreciate gift 
cards to purchase house-
hold items, toilet paper, pa-
per towel, laundry supplies 
and food.

w Jasmine is a mother of 
two teenage boys ages 13 
and 17. Jasmine is working 
to regain her independence 
after fleeing an abusive rela-
tionship. Jasmine enjoys 
spending quality time with 
her children, reading, self-
care and listening to music. 
Her 13-year-old son loves 
basketball, video games, 
reading and drawing. Her 
17-year-old son enjoys 
video games, basketball, 
reading and cooking.
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minor damage to the coral 
but there didn’t appear to 
be “massive chunks miss-
ing,” Anderson said. Still, 
the focus currently is on 
stabilizing the plane and 
developing a plan to move 
it, he said.

State environmental offi-
cials expect to conduct a 
damage assessment once 
the plane is removed.

The Navy is studying 
two options for moving the 
aircraft, explained Lenox.

The first is to float it and 
get it within range of a 
crane on the runway. Then 
it would be lifted onto the 
runway and set down on 
its landing gear, which is 
still in good condition. The 
second option is to float it 
on top of cylinders and roll 
it up onto the runway.

Lenox said the Navy has 

three priorities while it 
does this work: safety of 
the salvage crew, protect-
ing the environment and 
preserving the capability 
of the aircraft.

The Navy now has three 
temporary floating barri-
ers around the P-8A air-
craft at its resting spot to 
prevent any potential fuel 
spill or other contaminants 
from polluting the ocean.

The Navy hasn’t had in-
dications or reports that 
any fuel leaked from the 
plane, Lenox said. The 
Navy also tested the re-
moved fuel and found that 
no water had seeped into 
it, which indicated the 
plane’s fuel system was 
still intact.

In addition to the float-
ing barriers, the Navy has 
placed material around the 
plane to help absorb any 
potential pollutants and 
provide early warning of 
petroleum spills. The Navy 
has also kept a skimmer on 

standby so it can remove 
any pollutants quickly.

On Thursday, sailors re-
trieved the data recorder 
and conducted a hydro-
graphic survey to assess 
the plane’s structural in-
tegrity.

The Navy has come un-
der intense scrutiny in Ha-
wai‘i for its environmental 
stewardship and transpar-
ency after jet fuel leaked 
from a World War II-era 
fuel storage facility into 
Pearl Harbor’s drinking wa-
ter in 2021. Some 6,000 
Navy personnel, their de-
pendents and civilians 
complained of physical ail-
ments after the spill. After 
mounting pressure, the 
Navy agreed to drain the 
tanks, an operation that is 
currently underway.

Lenox said he is aware 
of the distrust in the com-
munity toward the Navy 
and is striving to be trans-
parent. He said the state of 
Hawai‘i’s on-scene com-

mander observed the defu-
eling of the plane and 
requested that the Navy in-
stall a third temporary 
protective barrier around 
the plane. The Navy com-
plied.

The Navy uses P-8A 
planes to search for sub-
marines and to conduct 
surveillance and recon-
naissance. Manufactured 
by Boeing, the plane is a 
military version of the 737 
passenger jet.

The plane is assigned to 
Patrol Squadron 4 sta-
tioned at Whidbey Island 
in Washington state. Patrol 
squadrons were once 
based at Kaneohe Bay but 
now deploy to Hawai‘i on a 
rotating basis.

The Navy has flown out 
another P-8A from Wash-
ington state to carry out 
patrol duties in place of 
the incapacitated jet. It is 
flying out of Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, on 
the other side of O‘ahu.
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LIHU‘E — U.S. Marine 
Corps League Comman-
dant Rod Green was over-
joyed to hear the sounds 
of motorcycles on Veter-
ans Memorial Highway on 
Saturday.

The motorcycle sounds 
were generated by riders 
of the Garden Isle Racing 
Association (GIRA) Motor-
cycle Class, which joined 
GIRA board member Rob 
Nelson in presenting Green 
and league volunteer Bar-
bara Gusman with a load 
of toys and money to help 
launch this year’s Toys for 
Tots campaign. 

The donation will help 
provide toys and holiday 
cheer to keiki and youth is-
land-wide through coordi-
nation with The Salvation 
Army and churches.

“This will make Christ-

mas a little brighter for 
our keiki here on Kaua‘i,” 
Green said.

The collection was 
hosted by GIRA at its last 
drag races for the year at 
Mana Raceway Park.

“Motorcycle rallies and 
parades have long been as-
sociated with Toys for 
Tots,” said Angel White, a 
GIRA member and motor-
cycle racer. “Members of 
the Motorcycle Class ral-
lied to present the toys. 
GIRA saw this as an oppor-
tunity for all our racers 
and fans to give to an orga-
nization that will help the 
less fortunate children in 
our community.”

During the final year-end 
race weekend, Kaua‘i Mo-
torsports presented a one-
day motorcycle rental as a 
prize for all the racers do-
nating a toy or toys. Long-
time racer Bobby Barros 
went home with the ran-

dom drawing premium.
“We are grateful to 

Kaua‘i Motorsports for 
their support and look for-
ward to partnering with 
them during the next sea-
son during the GIRA Two-
Wheel Takedown and toy 
drive,” said GIRA board 
member Rob Nelson.

Green, who was unable 
to attend this year’s Two-
Wheel Takedown event, 
said he wants to make it 
out to Mana for the next 
event as well.

The Toys for Tots Collec-
tion, or drop-off site, is at 
Kaua‘i Veterans Center. 
The site is usually open on 
Friday evenings, Saturday 
and Sunday.

According to the www.
kauai-hi.toysfortots.org 
website, individuals can 
donate, or request a toy, as 
well as take advantage of 
sponsorship opportuni-
ties. During the 2022 cam-

paign, Toys for Tots 
distributed nearly 4,000 
toys in support of nearly 
1,500 keiki and youth on 
Kaua‘i.

For more information, 
local campaign coordina-
tor Rod Green can be 
reached at 808-241-1907 or 
email kauai.hi@toysfor-
tots.org.

Toys for Tots get motorcycle push
Dennis Fujimoto
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The Garden Isle Racing 
Association Motorcycle 
Class riders from all over 
descended on the Kaua‘i 
Veterans Center on Veter-
ans Memorial Highway 
on Saturday, Nov. 25, 
2023, to present Toys for 
Tots leaders with a 
bunch of toys, and 
money collected during 
the GIRA last drag race 
of the year.
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The Department of Water is currently in Phase 1 of its Meter and Transponder Replacement Project to improve Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI)
island wide. This project is expected to span over several years to upgrade and replace aging and obsolete equipment.  During this process, customers
may experience billing interruptions and receive estimated readings based on their lower-than-average monthly water use due to an inactive transponder
(battery).  Once the equipment is replaced, customers will receive an updated, adjusted bill based on their actual water usage. 

Customers with questions about estimated billing statements are encouraged to contact Billing Services by
phone at 808-245-5442 or via email at billing@kauaiwater.org.  Additional information, including a list of
Frequently Asked Billing Questions are also available on our website at www.kauaiwater.org.

The Department has successfully replaced 1,100 inactive transponders since Oct. 2022 and are progressing with installations as the meter equipment is
received from the manufacturer.  We look forward to working with our customers to address billing questions as we improve meter services daily.

METER & TRANSPONDER REPLACEMENT PROJECT

www.kauaiwater.org | Facebook: @KauaiDOW | Billing Services: 808-245-5442
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