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MANA — Brandon Fujishige 
was the big winner with two first 
place finishes on Saturday. when 
the Garden Isle Racing Associa-
tion hosted drag races at Kaua‘i 
Raceway Park in Mana.

“In the debut of the Grocery 
Getter, Fujishige wasn’t racing 
down the store aisles to get gro-
ceries, but instead driving his 
stock Cadillac ATS-V down the 
quarter-mile against a field of 21 
daily-driver 4-door cars,” said 
Rob Nelson, a GIRA board mem-
ber.

“Each racer received groceries 
courtesy of Safeway in Lihu‘e. In 
the end, it was Fujishige who also 
picked up a $750 cash award 
from Napa Auto Parks in addition 
to the groceries for his first place 
finish. Fujishige also went on to 
clean up in the Sport Compact 
class, earning him the Wally tro-
phy.”

The Wally awards, drag rac-
ing’s most prestigious trophy ac-
cording to Nelson, were handed 
out by GIRA to the class winners 
of Saturday’s event in Mana.

“Some winners received the 
coveted award for the first time 
while others added another 
bronze statue to their collection. 
Junior Dragster Kawaiola Ruiz, at 
only 9 years old, and one year of 
racing experience, picked up 
what he and the family hope will 
be the first of many drag racing 
Wally awards,” Nelson said.

“Zailea Lawrence (Top Gun) 
took the Wally against her grand-
father adding to her five won as a 
Junior Dragster racer; Lacin Mon-

temayor (Pro ET) claimed his 
first in 15 years of racing. Alma 
Koetje (Muscle V8) and Fujishige 
(Sport Compact) each won their 
third. Adam Beetles (Motorcycle) 
received his first, and veteran 
racer Wendall Nonaka (Super 
Pro) added an eighth to his col-
lection.”

Nelson said besides winning 
Wallys and groceries, spectators 

and racers contributed cash and 
more than 325 pounds of food to 
Hawai‘i Foodbank Kaua‘i in an ef-
fort to end hunger on Kaua‘i.

GIRA board president Tony 
Ricci saw the Grocery Getter race 
as an opportunity to donate to an 
organization which does so much 
for our community and looks for-
ward to making this an annual 
event.

“With the drag race season 
coming to an end in November, 
the weekend will be filled with 
smokin’ hot races, including Rob 
Nelson defending his crown in 
the King of the Track race, as 
well as the motorcycles compet-
ing in the Two-Whjeel Takedown 
on Nov. 11, and the season finale 
on Nov. 12,” Nelson said. “GIRA 
will be supporting Toys for Tots 

during the November weekend, 
collecting for our youth on 
Kaua‘i.”

Information: www.dra-
grace-kauai.com.

Results

w Top Gun: Zailea Lawrence, 1968 Chevy 
Camaro, 9.292 Elapsed Time, 142.15 mph, 
9.28 Dial-in; Manny Lawrence, 1957 Ford 
Thunderbird, 7.832 ET, 174.24 mph, 7.90 
Dial-in (red light).

w Pro ET: Lacin Montemayor, 1987 S-10 
pickup, 10.115 ET, 126.85 mph, 10.15 Dial-in; 
Karl Nakamura, 1967 Chevy Nova, 10.33 ET, 
129.80 mph, 11.78 Dial-in (red light).

w Muscle V8: Alma Koetje, 1998 Chevy Cor-
vette, 12.296. ET, 112.01 mph, 12.27 Dial-in; 
Tyler Clark, 2020 Ford Mustang GT, 11.766 ET, 
117.36 mph, 11.78 Dial-in (red light).

w Sport Compact: Brandon Fujishige, 2018 
Cadillac ATS-V, 12.384 ET, 98.10 mph, 12.26 
Dial-in; AJ Basuel, 1997 Honda Civic, 12.584 
ET, 105.80 mph, 12.75 Dial-in (Break out).

w Super Pro: Wendall Nonaka, 1927 Roadster, 
9.446 ET, 145.54 mph, 9.43 Dial-in; Rob 
Nelson, 1981 Pontiac Trans Am, 10.470 ET, 
133.97 mph, 10.470 Dial-in.

w Street: Jackie Nakamura, 2010 Toyota 
Corolla, 17.619 ET, 78.66 mph, 17.53 Dial-in; 
Jase Chikahiro, 2000 Honda Civic, 14.390 ET, 
82.01 mph, 8.88 Dial-in (Break out).

w Motorcycle: Adam Beetles, 2009 Kawasaki, 
11.567 ET, 118.89 mph, 11.60 Dial-in (Break 
out); Santo Munoz, 2014 Kawasaki, 8.842 ET, 
138.12 mph, 8.88 Dial-in (Break out).

w Junior Dragster: Kawaiola Ruiz, 2000 
Jr. Dragster, 12.139 ET, 50.54 mph, 11.97 
Dial-in; Ryan Medeiros, 2007 Half-scale Jr. 
Dragster, 8.911 ET, 74.65 mph, 16.78 Dial-in 
(Breakout).

w Grocery Getter: Brandon Fujishige, 2018 
Cadillac ATS-V, 12.383 ET, 111.02 mph, 12.36 
Dial-in; Tyler Clark, 2016 Chevy Silverado, 
16.764 ET, 81.32 mph, 16.78 Dial-in (Break 
out).

FUJISHIGE A DUAL WINNER AT DRAG RACES
Dennis Fujimoto
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SEATTLE — Before Ede-
fuan Ulofoshio even wore 
purple and gold, he recog-
nized there was something 
different about the atmo-
sphere and feel when 
Washington and Oregon 
play.

When he became part of 
the rivalry as a freshman 
for the Huskies, the impor-
tance of the clash became 
clear.

“It was pretty adamant 
that this was a serious 
game. This wasn’t a game 
like any other,” Ulofoshio 
said.

And Saturday will be a 
game unlike any of the pre-
vious 114 played between 
the border rivals. For the 
first time, both No. 7 Wash-
ington and No. 8 Oregon 
will be ranked in the top 10 
of the AP Top 25 when they 
meet at Husky Stadium.

Whenever the Ducks (5-
0, 2-0 Pac-12) and Huskies 
(5-0, 2-0) meet, it always 
falls into the category of a 
“big” game, especially with 
such passionate fan bases 
spewing vitriol.

But this might be the big-
gest yet, with the winner 
taking a clear step forward 
both in the Pac-12 race and 
the national conversation.

“I think every one of our 
players know exactly what 
this game means to them 
personally in that room, 
and then also just to every-
body that’s a Duck fan,” Or-
egon coach Dan Lanning 
said. “And they want to 
win.”

The intensity dates to 
the days when the Web-
foots and the Sun Dodgers 
would clash. But it’s mo-
ments from the last 30 
years that have amplified 
the mutual animosity.

Kenny Wheaton’s pick 
that helped send Oregon to 
the Rose Bowl in 1994.

Jake Browning’s point 

that ended a decade of 
frustration in a 70-point 
Washington outburst.

Twelve straight Oregon 
wins between 2004 and 
2015.

And last year’s late rally 
by Washington for a 37-34 
win in Eugene over the 
sixth-ranked Ducks.

That background pro-
vides the context for why 
Saturday is so notable in 
the history of a matchup 
that dates more than 100 
years. Both have been 
good at various times in 
the past. But both did their 
part this year by getting off 
to unbeaten starts to make 
this final matchup as mem-
bers of the Pac-12 meaning-
ful in a way it’s never been.

With both teams headed 
to the Big Ten next season, 
this could be the final time 
the matchup has this level 
of gravitas. The aura 
around a Washington-Ore-
gon matchup may be a lit-
tle different in the future.

“We’re playing for the 
people before us and the 
people that come after us,” 
Washington QB Michael Pe-
nix Jr. said. 

Heisman hype

While the winner of the 
game takes an early step 
forward in the race for a 
spot in the Pac-12 champi-
onship game, it will also be 
an opportunity for Penix 
and Oregon QB Bo Nix to 
enhance their positions in 
the Heisman Trophy dis-
cussion.

Penix leads the country 
in yards passing and total 
offense per game. Nix is 
only 14th in yards passing 
per game but has barely 
played in the fourth quar-
ter, attempting only 14 
passes in the final 15 min-
utes through five games.

Penix is currently listed 
as the Heisman favorite, 
but Nix isn’t far behind, ac-
cording to FanDuel Sports-
book.

National spotlight awaits 
longtime rivals when No. 7 
Washington hosts No. 8 Oregon
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PHILADELPHIA — Nick Castella-
nos became the first player to hit 
multiple homers in consecutive 
postseason games, sending the 
Philadelphia Phillies to a 3-1 vic-
tory in Game 4 of their NL Division 
Series on Thursday night that 
knocked the 104-win Atlanta 
Braves out of the playoffs for the 
second straight year.

Matt Strahm struck out 
pinch-hitter Vaughn Grissom with 
runners at the corners to clinch 
the series and send the Phillies 
rushing the field in wild celebra-
tion. The Phillies set off fireworks, 
the Liberty Bell rang and the reign-
ing National League champions 
were ready to pop bubbly again.

Bryce Harper gave the Phillies a 
scare when he clutched his surgi-
cally repaired right elbow after a 
collision in the eighth inning. Matt 
Olson’s left knee clipped Harper’s 
elbow on a play at first base that 
ended the inning. Harper, the two-
time NL MVP, flexed his elbow after 
a quick examination from the medi-
cal staff. He stayed in the game in 
the ninth.

“Just hit my funny bone,” Harper 
said after the game.

Trea Turner singled twice, dou-
bled and hit a solo homer in the 
fifth for a 2-1 lead as the Phillies 
make another run at the fran-
chise’s first World Series title since 
2008.

The Phillies head next week to 
an all-wild card NLCS and will play 
the Arizona Diamondbacks, making 
their first trip 2007.

Game 1 is Monday in Philadel-
phia.

The Phillies withstood a pare of 
scares to get to the Diamondbacks. 
Before the collision involving 
Harper, rookie center fielder Johan 
Rojas made a huge defensive play 
with the bases loaded to end the 
seventh, running down a deep 
drive to left-center and denying 
Ronald Acuña Jr. an extra-base hit 
that could have put Atlanta ahead.

Wearing throwback powder blue 
jerseys and maroon hats as they 
do every Thursday at home, the 

Phillies took an identical path from 
a year ago to reach another NLCS: 
first a Wild Card Series sweep; then 
they won Game 1 in Atlanta and 
lost Game 2. Like last season, the 
Phillies returned home and scored 
six runs in the third inning of a 
Game 3 rout.

The night belonged to Castella-
nos, the All-Star right fielder whose 
production tailed off in the second 
half only to rally with his son in the 
front row for the postseason.

A night after he hit two homers 
in Game 3, Castellanos became the 
first Phillies slugger, heck, any 
slugger in baseball history, to drill 
multiple homers in consecutive 
playoff games.

His second one ultimately ended 
the night for Braves starter and 20-
game winner Spencer Strider. Cas-
tellanos chased Strider in the sixth 
with a 415-foot moonshot to left 
that sent 45,831 fans at Citizens 
Bank Park into towel-waving 
frenzy. Castellanos soaked in the 
cheers during the pitching change; 
he poked his head out of the dug-
out and raised his arms as Phillies 
fans grew louder.

Castellanos continued to wave 
his arms toward the crowd as he 
headed to right field in the seventh 
and the Phillies up 3-1.

Manager Rob Thomson again 
turned to starter Ranger Suárez to 
keep the Phillies in the game until 
the turning the game over to a pa-
rade of hard-throwers in the bull-
pen. The plan worked once this 
series already. Suárez had allowed 
just one hit through one hit in 3 2/3 
innings in his Game 1 start before 
Thomson turned the game over to 
six relievers in a 3-0 win. The plan 
in this one, get Suárez at least 
twice through the lineup — and 
the pitcher often overshadowed by 
Zack Wheeler and Aaron Nola suc-
ceeded.

The hard-throwing lefty buzzed 
through three hitless innings — 
hitting 95.3 mph when he caught 
Sean Murphy looking to end the 
second — before Austin Riley hom-
ered in the fourth for a 1-0 lead.

The early homer, the early defi-
cit, rarely troubles these Phillies. 
They wait for their long-ball heavy 
lineup to deliver and — for the sec-
ond straight game — it was Castel-
lanos who tied the game 1-all on a 
solo shot. Castellanos socked one 
inside the left-field foul pole and 
pointed to his young son, Liam, as 
he crossed the plate.

Father, son — and all of Philadel-
phia — get at least one more round 
together.

Castellanos hits 2 homers, 
powers Phillies into NLCS

COURTESY OF GIRA

Wally winners, Zailea Lawrence, Lacin Montemayor, Wendall Nonaka, Kawaiola Ruiz, Alma Ke-
otje, Brandon Fujishige and Adam Beetles show off their Wally trophies following drag races at 
Kaua‘i Raceway Park on Saturday, Oct. 7, 2023.
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Philadelphia Phillies’ Nick Castellanos flips his bat after hitting a 
home run during the sixth inning of Game 4 of a baseball NL Divi-
sion Series against the Atlanta Braves in Philadelphia on Thursday, 
Oct. 12, 2023.


