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rac ing

MANA — Craig Fujimoto, 
driving a 1987 Buick Regal, 
was a dual winner at the 
Garden Island Racing Asso-
ciation drag races that 
ended on Sunday at Kaua‘i 
Raceway Park in Mana.

Fujimoto, competing in 
the Super Pro Shootout 
sponsored by Southern 
Turf Hawai‘i, trailered four 
racers in the Shootout on 
Saturday, said Rob Nelson, 
a GIRA board member.

“This included Top 
Gun’s Zailea Lawrence 
driving her ‘68 Camaro, 
and Cory Tani from O‘ahu 
driving a Kaua‘i-based 
Chevy Cobaltm,” Nelson 
said. “Fujimoto put down 
another five competitors 
on Sunday night to claim 
the top prize, again by 
out-racing the Super Pro 
heavy hitters, including 
Wendall Nonaka, and the 
current points leader, Rob 
Nelson. Fujimoto went on 
his way to knock out Top 
Gun racer Manny Law-
rence in his ‘57 Thunder-
bird, and finally, Donaven 
Gomes in his rear-engine 
dragster.”

The weekend series of 
races drew more than 100 
competitors in eight 
classes with more than 20 
racers in the Super Pro 
Shootout.

“Thank you, thank you,” 
said Fujimoto following his 

second night Shootout win 
and the $4,400 cash prize. 
“I still can’t believe it.”

The Super Pro Shootout 
paid out $11,000 over the 
two days, thanks to the 
generous sponsorship by 
Southern Turf Hawai‘i, GI-
RA’s ongoing title sponsor 
Napa Auto Parts, and class 
sponsors Dan Suga Con-
struction and Subway Li-
hu‘e.

Lacin Montemayor, pilot-
ing his 1987 S-10 pickup, 
was also a double winner 

after claiming victory on 
Saturday and Sunday in 
the Pro ET class.

The next event is the 
GIRA Two-Wheel Take-
down showcasing the mo-
torcycles, and the debut of 
the Grocery Getters, which 
is open to all four-door 
street legal vehicles. Both 
events will take place as 
part of regular drag racing 
on Oct. 7.

For more information, 
visit www.dragrace-kauai.
com.

Sept. 2 results
w Top Gun: Mike Olivas, 1948 Fiat 

Topolino, 7.455 elapsed time (ET), 
7.12 Dial-in, 147.58 mph; T’Ryane 
Sakamoto, dragster.

w Pro ET: Lacin Montemayor, 1987 
S-10 pickup, 10.122 ET, 10.06 Dial-in, 
118.03 mph; Aaron Imada, 1992 
Honda hatchback, 10.170 ET 10.00 
Dial-in, 141.57 mph.

w Muscle V8: Bill Norris, 1985 Cama-
ro, 13.023 ET, 13.00 Dial-in, 103.46 
mph; Liko Pereira, 1990 Mustang, 
Red Light.

w Sport Compact: Brandon Fujishige, 
2018 ATS-V, 12.326 ET, 12.37 Dial-in, 

112.02 mph; Keanu Dotario, 1999 
Civic, 11.871 ET, 11.99 Dial-in, 118.82 
mph (Break out).

w Super Pro Shootout: Craig 
Fujimoto, 1987 Buick Regal, 10.686 
ET, 10.63 Dial-in, 1126.12 mph; Cory 
Tani, 2005 Cobalt, 10.495 ET, 10.40 
Dial-in, 121.81 mph.

w Street: Jackie Nakamura, 2010 
Corolla.

w Motorcycle: Matthew Kaleiohi, 
2002 Suzuki, 10.089 ET, 10.30 
Dial-in, 132.76 mph; Kahale Kaleiohi, 
2008 Suzuki, 11.321 ET, 11.25 Dial-in, 
123.34 mph (Red Light).

w Jr. Dragster: Taislee Simao, 2000 

Sportcraft 7.971 ET, 7.96 Dial-in, 
78.83 mph; Dreyden Decker, 2000 
Jr. Dragsterm 9.009 ET, 9.00 Dial-in, 
70.90 mph.

Sept. 3 Results
w Top Gun: T’Ryane Sakamoto, 2000 

Dragster, 8.051 ET, 7.95 Dial-in, 
160.13 mph; Jesse Kealoha, 2000 
300Z, 8.797 ET, 8.51 Dial-in, 155.70 
mph.

w Pro ET: Lacin Montemayor, 1987 
S-10 pickup, 10.074 ET, 10.06 Dial-in, 
126.71 mph; Kari Nakamura, 1967 
Nova, 10.318 ET, 10.28 Dial-in, 
128.03 mph (Red Light).

w Muscle V8: Tyler Clark, 2020 Mus-
tang GT, 12.090 ET, 12.05 Dial-in, 
117.20 mph; Alma Koetje, 1998 
Corvette, 12.251 ET, 12.26 Dial-in, 
111.56 mph (Break Out).

w Sport Compact: Brandon Fujishige, 
2018 Cadillac ATS-V, 12.426 ET, 
12.22 Dial-in, 87.78 mph; Teagan 
Amorin, 1998 Civic, 12.502 ET, 11.90 
Dial-in, 110.22 mph.

w Super Pro Shootout: Craig Fujimoto, 
1987 Regal, 10.709 ET, 10.63 Dial-in, 
122.73 mph; Donaven Gomes, 1999 
Triple Nickel Dragster, 8.906 ET, 8.78 
Dial-in, 148.78 (Red Light).

w Street: Sierra Koerte, 2023 GMC, 
16.322 ET, 15.85 Dial-in, 79.11 mph; 
Jackie Nakamura, 2010 Corolla, 
17.679 ET, 17.49 Dial-in, 78.23 mph 
(Red Light).

w Motorcycle: Adam Beetles, 2009 
Kawasaki, 12.013 ET, 11.68 Dial-in, 
104.00 mph; John Mersberg, 2013 
Suzuki, 8.781 ET, 8.60 Dial-in, 164.32 
(Red Light).

w Jr. Dragster: Sophia Koetje, 2022 
Halfscale Electric, 9.042 ET, n9.03 
Dial-in, 77.41 mph; Kitana Bonilla, 
2000 Phantom, 8.014 ET, 7.93 
Dial-in, 79.88 mph.

FUJIMOTO DOUBLE DOMINATES AT LABOR DAY RACES
Dennis Fujimoto
THE GARDEN ISLAND

COURTESY OF GIRA

Craig Fujimoto, holding trophy, receives his Super Shootout award from GIRA officials and event sponsor 
Southern Turf Hawai‘i at Kaua‘i Raceway Park on Saturday, Sept. 2, 2023.
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NEW YORK — Coco Gauff never wavered. Not when 
a big lead in the first set evaporated. Not when match 
point after match point went by the wayside. And 
not, most distracting of all, when her U.S. Open semi-
final against Karolina Muchova was interrupted for 50 
minutes Thursday night by environmental activists 
— one of whom glued his bare feet to the concrete 
floor in the stands.

It’s been rather obvious for quite 
some time that Gauff is no ordinary 
teenager. Now she is one win away from 
becoming a Grand Slam champion.

Gauff, a 19-year-old from Florida, 
reached her first final at Flushing Mead-
ows by defeating Muchova 6-4, 7-5 on 
what was anything but an ordinary eve-
ning.

The toughest part for Gauff, who was the runner-up 
at the 2022 French Open, might have been closing out 
Thursday’s victory: She needed six match points to 
get it done, raucously supported by a loud, partisan 
crowd that chair umpire Alison Hughes repeatedly 
implored to quiet down.

After failing to convert one match point while serv-
ing for the win at 5-3, then another four in what 
turned out to be the last game, Gauff got the last 
chance she would need when she smacked a fore-
hand winner to cap a 40-stroke exchange that was the 
longest of the contest. Muchova then missed a back-
hand to end it.

Gauff pumped her fists, waved to the fans and put a 
finger to her ear, as if to say she wanted to hear even 
more support.

“Some of those points, it was so loud, and I don’t 
know if my ears are going to be OK,” said Gauff, the 
first American teenager to make it to the title match 
in New York since Serena Williams in 2001.

“I grew up watching this tournament so much, so it 
means a lot to be in the final. A lot to celebrate,” 
Gauff said. “But the job is not done, so hopefully you 
can back me on Saturday.”

She was up by a set and 1-0 in the second when 
four protesters disrupted play from seats in an upper 
level of the arena. All four were arrested; three were 
escorted away relatively quickly, but it took more 
time to remove the person glued to the ground.

Both women spent time in the locker room during 
the delay. When action resumed, the play was pretty 
even for several games, until Gauff surged ahead and 
got her first match point. Muchova erased that with a 
volley winner and went on to break back.

They would play on for nearly a half-hour.
With Gauff leading 6-5 and Muchova serving, the 

one-point-away count kept climbing. Muchova re-
sisted. Gauff was unable to pull through.

Once. Twice. Three times. Four. The roars from the 
seats kept coming. Finally, Gauff completed her 11th 
win a row and the 17th in her past 18 matches, a run 
that began after a first-round exit at Wimbledon in July. 

The No. 6-seeded Gauff will meet No. 2 Aryna Sa-
balenka of Belarus or No. 17 Madison Keys of the U.S. 
on Saturday.

Gauff tops Muchova to 
reach the U.S. Open final
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. — 
Jared Goff threw for 253 
yards and a touchdown, 
new Lions running back Da-
vid Montgomery ran for the 
go-ahead score with 5:05 
remaining in the game, and 
Detroit held on for a sloppy 
21-20 victory over the Su-
per Bowl champion Kansas 
City Chiefs in the NFL’s sea-
son opener Thursday 
night.

Amon-Ra St. Brown had 
six catches for 71 yards 
and a score, and Lions 
rookie Brian Branch re-
turned Patrick Mahomes’ 
first pick in an opener 50 
yards for another touch-
down, helping Detroit snap 
the Chiefs’ eight-game 
Week 1 winning streak.

The Lions were trying to 
run out the clock when Goff 
had a fourth-down pass 
near midfield batted down 
with 2:30 left, giving the 
Chiefs a chance. But they 
made a mess of it: Kadarius 
Toney dropped a potential 
20-yard gain, a deep com-
pletion was called back for 
holding, Skyy Moore 
dropped a pass and a false 
start left Mahomes heaving 
a fourth-and-25 throw 
downfield.

When it fell incomplete 
and Detroit took over, 
Montgomery ran for a first 
down that allowed the Li-
ons to run out the clock.

Mahomes finished with 
226 yards passing and two 
touchdowns, despite his re-
ceivers dropping a slew of 
passes. He also was the 
leading rusher for the 
Chiefs, whose self-inflicted 
wounds proved too much 
to overcome.

There had been equal 
parts anticipation and anxi-
ety leading up to the game 
in Kansas City, where the 
Chiefs celebrated their pre-
vious Lombardi Trophy in 
the midst of a pandemic, 

and only about 18,000 fans 
were able to join in the rev-
elry.

Hundreds began tailgat-
ing outside the Arrowhead 
Stadium parking lot Thurs-
day, waiting for the gates to 
open 14 hours prior to kick-
off, and NFL commissioner 
Roger Goodell joined sev-
eral celebrities to see the 
Chiefs raise a champion-
ship banner.

That was the anticipa-
tion. The anxiety came 
from the absence of Chiefs 
tight end Travis Kelce and 
fellow All-Pro Chris Jones, 
who is in the midst of a 
contract holdout. The de-
fensive tackle was ex-
pected to miss the opener, 
but Kelce had only been 
questionable since Tues-
day, when he hyperex-
tended his knee in the final 
full practice before game 
day.

Detroit scored first in a 
showdown of two of the 
league’s top offenses a year 
ago. Goff took advantage of 
a clean pocket, thanks in 
part to Jones sitting in a 
stadium suite, to march 

down field and find St. 
Brown with a 9-yard touch-
down pass.

The Chiefs answered 
with Mahomes finding five 
different wide receivers, 
the last of them rookie Ra-
shee Rice, who atoned for 
an earlier drop by snaring a 
short touchdown pass to 
knot the game at 7-apiece.

It remained that way un-
til Detroit coach Dan Camp-
bell made a questionable 
decision late in the half.

The Chiefs were facing 
fourth-and-2 near midfield 
but had been called for 
holding, and rather than 
decline it, Campbell chose 
to push them back. Ma-
homes responded to third-
and-17 by hitting Marquez 
Valdes-Scantling with a 24-
yard strike. He added a 26-
yard pass to Justin Watson, 
then hit Blake Bell with a 
short TD throw to give the 
Chiefs a 14-7 halftime lead.

With the Lions offense 
going nowhere, the defense 
stepped up. Branch caught 
a pass that bounced off 
Toney’s hands — he had 
several drops in the game 

— and found nothing but 
50 yards of grass separat-
ing him from the end zone 
and a 14-all tie.

Up to that point, Ma-
homes had thrown 20 
touchdown passes and no 
interceptions in five-plus 
season openers.

The Chiefs tacked on two 
field goals, but the missed 
chances to get into the end 
zone proved costly. The Li-
ons followed up Harrison 
Butker’s second field goal 
by driving 75 yards, twice 
converting on third down, 
with Montgomery capping 
the march with a 9-yard 
touchdown run to give De-
troit the the lead for good.

Streak ends

The Lions’ Marvin Jones 
fumbled away a good scor-
ing chance in the second 
quarter, when Trent McDuf-
fie knocked the ball out 
deep in Kansas City terri-
tory. It was the veteran 
wide receiver’s first fumble 
in his 12-year career and 
came on his 563rd touch, 
the longest active streak in 
the NFL.

Lions rally for a 21-20 win in 
the NFL’s opener over Chiefs
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Detroit Lions quarterback Jared Goff throws during the first half against the 
Kansas City Chiefs on Thursday in Kansas, City, Mo., on Sept. 7, 2023.

Gauff


